Abstract
A case ofmucinous cystadenoma mimicking ovarian cancer is reported. Serum carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) concentration was raised, and computed tomography of the abdomen and pelvis demonstrated a long oval shaped cystic mass measuring 9 cm in length on the right anterior side of the uterus. Because of possible right ovarian cancer, laparotomy was performed and the mass was found to be a mucinous cystadenoma of the appendix. This case indicates that mucinous cystadenoma ofthe appendix may show an unusual presentation including its In addition, the term retention mucocele, also called simple mucocele, is still applied to a pathological description of the mucinous dilatation of the appendiceal lumen resulting from any cause other than epithelial proliferation.3 On the other hand, when an appendiceal adenoma secretes large amounts of mucus resulting in a clinically palpable cystic lesion, the term cystadenoma of the appendix preferably is used.
We report a case of mucinous cystadenoma of the appendix accompanied by raised serum carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) concentrations. The case was unique because of the location of the tumour, which led to an initial diagnosis of ovarian cancer.
Case report A 75 year old Japanese woman (gravida 6, para 6) underwent a medical check up that identified raised serum CEA. Two months later, she visited a women's clinic and was referred to our hospital with a putative diagnosis of right ovarian cancer. Laboratory data including CA125 and CA19-9 were all within normal limits, except for a raised value for CEA (17.7 ng/ml; normal range 0-2.5). While there was no mass palpable on the abdomen, physical examination of the pelvis revealed a sausage shaped mass in the right adnexal region measuring 8 cm in length. There was no lymphadenopathy and cytological examination of the cervix and vagina showed no malignancy. Computed tomography (CT) and ultrasonography of the abdomen and pelvis demonstrated an elliptical cystic mass measuring 9 cm in length on the right anterior side of the uterus (fig 1) . Barium enema examination showed no abnormalities within the colorectum. 
